69. THE WORLD'S RELIGION
The time has now passed when the followers of one religion can stand
and say, ours is the only true religion and all others are false. The growing
spirit of toleration towards all religions is a happy augury of the future.
An article appeared recently in the columns of The Christian World, a
London religious weekly, over the signature of "J.B.", one of that journal's
regular contributors, on this question, extracts from which I intend to quote.
The writer, in a most liberal and generous spirit, reviews the question
from the Christian standpoint, and shews how the world's religions are
linked one with the other, each having characteristics common to all
others. The appearance of such an article in the Christian Press is worth
noting, and shews that it is moving with the times. A few years back,
such an article would have been classed as heretical teaching, and its author
denounced as a traitor to the cause.
After remarking upon the new spirit which was changing the atti-
tude of Christians to other religions, and pointing out how, a few years
ago, the idea prevailed of the Christian religion standing out [as] the
only true religion amongst a multitude of false ones, he goes on to say:
There has been an immense revulsion, and one of the features of it is the
discovery, so vastly surprising to the average man, that the doctrine he was
brought up on was not the earlier Christian teaching at all.   The noblest of
the old apologists thought very differently, he finds, of the outside races and
faiths, from what he had been led to imagine.   He hears of Justin Martyr, stand-
ing so close to the apostolic age, who regards the wisdom of Socrates as inspired
by the 'Word'; of Origen, and Gregory of Nyssa, whose teaching is of the entire
race of man as under the Divine tutorship; of Lactantius maintaining that belief
in Providence was the common property of all religions...
...The finer Christian minds have, in fact, in every age   gone more or less
along this line.   It needed only that men should come into contact with these
outside races, whether in their literature or face to face, to realise at once that
the 'impassable gulf' theory between one religion and another was false to life
and to the soul...
...Religion, by a hundred different names and forms, has been dropping
the one seed into the human heart, opening the one truth as the mind was able
to receive it.
"J.B." points out that many of the Christian institutions and doctrines
were born of the knowledge of other religions. Many of the symbols are
relics of ancient days.
How marvellous, too, in this connection, is that ancient cult of Mithras in
Persia, where, as M. Cumont says: 'Like the Christians, the followers of Mithras
lived in closely united societies, calling one another father and brother; like
the Christians, they practised baptism, communion and confirmation; taught
an authoritative morality, preached continence, chastity and self-denial, believed
in the immortality of the soul and the resurrection of the dead'.
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